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Name of teacher: 



Date of observation: 

This observation tool will help you monitor your own comprehensible input and the input of other teachers whom you observe. By completing the checklist, the teacher will understand areas where she or he is strong and where there is room for improvement.

	Category I: Creating Comprehensible LANGUAGE 
· The teacher paraphrases new words and expressions. 

· The teacher slows down the rate of speech for the level of the students. 

· The teacher defines new words with examples rather than translation. 

· The teacher uses vocabulary and structures that the students know and builds on them over time. 

· The teacher uses new words and expression more than once or twice and enters and re-enters these language elements frequently in the input. 

· The teacher signals new words and structures using tone of voice. 



	

	Category II: Creating CONTEXTS for comprehension 
· The teacher uses gestures to make new language clear. 

· The teacher uses visuals and props to support comprehension 

· The teacher focuses student attention on the input by making sure students know the topic and objective of the lesson in advance of the input activity. 

· The teacher creates a lesson with a meaningful and purposeful context that is relevant to the students. 



	

	Category III: Creating comprehensible INTERACTIONS with students

· The teacher involves the student in the in several ways and does not just lecture to the class (e.g., signaling, responding, completing a sentence after meaning has been established). 

· The teacher uses question sequences that begin with yes/no questions, move to forced-choice questions, and end with open-ended, personalized questions. 

· The teacher provides useful phrases to help students negotiate meaning, such as asking for repetition, asking for clarification (Can you say more?), checking their comprehension (Do you mean ... ?), and confirming their understanding (I think you are saying ... Am I right?). 




